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authorities, it is only to the extent they are the result of
a true heart conversion on their part that you will be able
to enjoy or digest them. But your ahimsa., to be effective,
must shine through your speech, your action, your general
behaviour. A votary of abimsa must cultivate a habit of
unremitting toil, sleepless vigilance^ ceaseless self-con-
ttol.

Let me explain my meaning further by an illustration.
Yesterday, I was engaged for five hours in a talk with
Durbar Viravala. He "was the same as before. But
I had gone there with the dawn of a fresh spirit, as a result
of all my heart-searching upon me. My reaction to him
this time was different. ^We are, after all, "what nature has
made us, and it is no use quarrelling with nature/ I said
to myself, and I tried to get as much as I could to get under
his skin^ to view questions from his angle. I did not
mince matters and even told him some home-truths.
But there was no irritation on my part or resentment on
his. It was a different atmosphere. I told him that I
was prepared to be locked up with him in a room till a
settlement was reached. But for that mutual trust was
necessary which I on my part had lost with reference to
him. I feared him and distrusted him. I, therefore, <
invited him to remove my fears and to convert me.

I have not the ti.tne to share with you all the recollec-
tions of this interview. But there was one thing in this
interview that galled me and to which I "wish to draw your
particular attention. He had an unmtxed contempt for
the Parishad people. I had noticed this before, too. But
now it hurt me. Why should your satyagraha excite his
conte.mpt of all things ? I can understand abimsa inspir-
ing a kind of fear, the sort of fear that a mother feels
when her child gets offended and goes to sleep hungry
without taking food. But genuine satyagraha should
.never excite contempt in the opponent, even when it fails
to command regard or respect. This is not super-refine-
ment on my part. Satyagraha is nothing if not a ceaseless
quest after perfection. A satyagrahiy therefore, turns the
search-light inward relentlessly to weed out the defects
that may be lying hidden there still. Thereby, he incrca"